SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS
FOR HANDLING SMALL FIREARMS

EN
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Fundamental safety instructions
The weapon has been designed, manufactured and proofed according to the latest technical knowledge and the recognised safety rules. Nevertheless, use of the weapon may
result in injury or death of the user and third parties, or damage to the weapon and other
material property.
Please inform yourself with regard to the current edition of the safety instructions via
www.heckler-koch.com.
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›

Follow all of the instructions in this operator's manual. Non-compliance may result in
injury or death.

›

Never handle the weapon if you are tired, feeling unwell, or when you have previously
consumed alcohol, drugs or any types of medicines.

›

Always follow the instructions provided by their respective manufacturers when using
accessories and ammunition.

›

Always follow the safety data sheets and details or instructions from the respective
manufacturers when using hazardous materials, such as e.g. oils, lubricants and cleaning agents.

›

Always follow all valid provisions for handling weapons, accessories and ammunition.

›

Always follow all valid provisions for handling hazardous materials, such as e.g. oils,
lubricants and cleaning agents.

The operator's manual as an integral component of the safety
concept
The operator's manual is an integral component of the weapon.
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›

Do not use the weapon until you have read and understood this operator's manual
completely.

›

Always adhere to the stated sequence for handling stages in the operator´s manual.

›

Keep the operator's manual for the entire service life of the weapon.

›

Please inform yourself with regard to the current edition of the operator´s manual,
safety instructions and any relevant supplements via www.heckler-koch.com.

›

If you receive any supplements or amendments, be sure to add them to the operator's
manual.

›

Always pass the operator's manual and the enclosed supplements on to any subsequent operator or owner.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

Safety instructions for handling the weapon
›

Special care must be taken when handling firearms, because the position and direction
of the weapon can be changed very easily.

›

Use the weapon only for its intended purpose. Do not use the weapon as a club, hammer, pry bar, etc. Using the weapon for other than its intended purpose may result in
accidental discharge of weapon or damage to the weapon.

›

Until you have performed a safety check, treat the weapon as if it was loaded and the
safety released.

›

Use the weapon only if it is in perfect technical condition.

›

Do not play with the weapon.

Handling
›

Never point the weapon at people when handling or practising with it.

›

Make sure that the weapon is always unloaded when it is handled for purposes other
than loading or firing.

›

Do not touch the trigger when loading, unloading, aiming, disengaging the safety or
handling the weapon in any other way.

›

Always place your trigger finger on the outside of the trigger guard.

›

Do not use excessive force when handling, disassembling, cleaning and assembling
the weapon.

Safety features
›

Do not rely on safety features. Safety features are no substitute for careful, correct
handling of the weapon.

›

For weapons with safety lever, make sure that the safety lever is always clicked to the
"Safe" position.

Malfunctions and unusual encumbrances
Users are strictly prohibited from troubleshooting faults that go beyond the scope of this
manual! Only authorised specialists may rectify faults in the weapon.
›

Always treat the weapon as if it were loaded in the event of a malfunction.

›

Immediately rectify any faults that compromise safety.
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›

3.4

3.5

3.6
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Exposure to exceptional stresses such as when the weapon is banged or dropped can
have a negative effect on safety. After exceptional stresses, have the weapon inspected
by the manufacturer or trained firearms personnel.

Handing over the weapon
›

Do not entrust the weapon to anyone who has not comprehensively read and completely understood this operator's manual.

›

Do not entrust the weapon to anyone who is not entitled to possess the weapon. Observe applicable regulations.

›

Never handover or receive the weapon unless it is unloaded and the slide is in the open
position.

›

Handing over and receiving military small firearms: Never handover or receive the
weapon unless it is unloaded and the slide is in the open position. The weapon must
be unloaded and the barrel must be in the open position in the case of launching
devices. The weapon must be unloaded, the cover, the feed tray and the slide must be
in the open position in the case of machine guns. The weapon must be unloaded, the
cover and the slide must be in the open position in the case of automatic grenade
launchers.

Storage, transport and disposal
›

Store weapon and ammunition separately. Be sure to prevent access to the weapon
and ammunition by unauthorised persons, especially children.

›

Always follow the applicable provisions for the transport and shipping of weapons and
ammunition.

›

Always follow the applicable provisions for destroying and disposal of weapons and
ammunition.

Additional information
›

Always prevent dry firing of the hammer with weapons with a hammer sidelock. Dry firing of the hammer can lead to premature wear.

›

Always prevent dry firing of the firing pin with weapons with a firing pin hammer. Dry firing of the firing pin can lead to premature wear.

›

Always prevent snapping forward of the bolt group with rapid firing weapons such as
e.g. machine guns. Snapping forwards of the bolt group can lead to premature wear.
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Safety instructions for firing
›

Wear hearing protection when firing.

›

Wear safety goggles when firing.

›

Keep the muzzle area clear when firing.

›

Wear protective gloves when touching the barrel or parts which heat up during firing
after firing.

›

Use only properly loaded, undamaged cartridges of the correct calibre.

›

Do not shoot at doors, panes of glass, walls, concrete, stone, or smooth surfaces (including water). A bullet can penetrate these objects or be deflected in an unsafe direction.

›

Pull the trigger only if the weapon is pointing at the target and the area behind the target is not endangered.

›

The trigger must be pulled back completely when firing. The trigger must be released
completely and return to the forward position after every shot when firing in rapid succession.

›

Only actuate the trigger after you have snapped the safety lever into the desired firing
selection position.

›

Keep your hands out of the slide when firing.
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5.1
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Safety instructions for utilising accessories and ammunition
›

Inspect the attachments mounted on the weapon for secure seating before firing and at
regular intervals.

›

Use only properly loaded, undamaged cartridges of the correct calibre.

›

The use of muzzle attachments such as silencers or blank firing attachments places
greater stress on the weapon and gets it dirty faster. Clean the weapon at shorter intervals.

›

Only use ammunition which corresponds to the specifications of the C.I.P. or SAAMI
standardisation organisations.

›

Do not use +P+ ammunition. Excessive gas pressure cause increased wear and can
damage the weapon.

Telescopic sight
›

Never attempt to execute work on the telescopic sight yourself. Repairs may only be executed solely by the manufacturer or authorised specialist firms.

›

To prevent eye injuries, never look without protection through the telescopic sight at
the sun or laser light sources.

›

Protect the telescopic sight from any impact other than that experienced in normal use.

›

Prevent exposing the telescopic sight for an unnecessarily lengthy period to direct sunlight. Intense lengthy sunlight causes high temperatures inside the scope which can
damage the telescopic sight.

›

When firing with the weapon, keep your eye at least 9 cm away from the ocular of the
telescopic sight.

Light point sight
›

Never attempt to execute work on the red-dot sight yourself. Repairs may only be executed solely by the manufacturer or authorised specialist firms.

›

Protect the red-dot sight from any impact other than that experienced in normal use.

›

Prevent exposing the red-dot sight for an unnecessarily lengthy period to the direct effects of cold temperatures. The effects of exposure to lengthy cold temperatures can influence battery life negatively. Also, the rotary switch can ice up, preventing it from
turning normally.

5.3

Silencer
›

Adhere to the respective manufacturer’s operator´s manual.

›

The silencer may loosen itself depending on the silencer version and the total of rounds
fired. Inspect the silencer for secure seating before firing and at regular intervals.

›

Firing with a silencer places greater stress on the weapon and thus contributes to faster
wear and heavier fouling. Observe the cleaning intervals when firing with silencer.

›

Clean the weapon and silencer at shorter intervals if the utilised ammunition type requires this.

›

Oil the weapon more intensively if you fire it with a silencer.

›

Let silencer cool off for at least 15 minutes after firing.

›

Always wear protective gloves when touching the silencer after firing.

›

Only fire with the silencer in the “Single fire” position.
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6.1

Safety instructions for firing with training systems
›

Only use the weapon for training.

›

Keep the muzzle area clear when firing.

›

Pull the trigger only if the weapon is pointing at the target and the area behind the target is not endangered.

›

Keep your hands out of the slide when firing.

›

Always follow the details and the operator´s manual from the respective manufacturer
of the training system.

›

Always follow the details and the operator´s manual from the respective manufacturer
of the training ammunition.

Training systems with higher projectile energy - CQT / TBR / DM38
CQT cartridges (Close Quarters Target), TBR cartridges (Target Bullet Round) and DM38
cartridges have a high projectile energy (> 5 J) and can cause fatal injuries. Particular care
is required when handling the training system.

6.2

›

Never fire CQT / TBR / DM38 cartridges cartridges at people. These cartridges can cause
fatal injuries.

›

Wear hearing protection when firing.

›

Wear safety goggles when firing.

›

Only utilise properly loaded and undamaged CQT / TBR / DM38 cartridges with the correct calibre.

Training systems with medium-level projectile energy - FX / MMR
FX dye marking cartridges and MMR dye marking cartridges (Man-Marker-Round) have a
medium-level projectile energy (3 - 4 J) and can cause serious injuries. Special protective
clothing is required when handling the training system.
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›

Wear suitable head, neck and soft tissue protection when training.

›

Wear normal clothing and additional whole-body protective clothing while training.
Your skin must be completely covered.

›

Protect all joints when training, e.g. high shoes, protective gloves and knee pads.

›

Protect all body openings when training such as e.g. ears, nose and mouth.

›

Only fire dye marking cartridges at people who are wearing the specified protective
equipment.

6.3

›

Do not fire dye marking cartridges at targets at a range of less than 2 m.

›

Use only properly loaded, undamaged cartridges of the correct calibre.

Training systems with lower projectile energy - CM
CM dye marking cartridges (Colour Marker) have a lower projectile energy (> 2 J) and can
cause slight injuries. Protective clothing is required when handling the training system.
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›

Always wear face and eye protection during training.

›

Only fire dye marking bullets at people who are wearing the specified protective equipment.

›

Do not fire dye marking bullets at targets at a range of less than 2 m.

›

Only use properly loaded and undamaged dye marking bullets with the correct calibre.

Safety instructions for drop safety
Drop safety is affected by many factors, such as: fall height, fall angle, ground, type and
frequency of impact, handling and treatment of the weapon, loading and safety status of
the weapon, accessories and equipment configuration of the weapon and the ammunition used. Regardless of the weapon’s manufacturer or model, absolute drop safety is not
possible and can only be checked based on defined test parameters.
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›

Make sure that the weapon is always unloaded when it is handled for purposes other
than loading or firing.

›

Use a carrying sling / securing belt in order to prevent the weapon from falling and
striking the ground.

›

Always ensure, with weapons with a safety lever, that the safety lever is in the desired
firing selection position immediately before firing.

›

Set the safety lever to the “Safe” position during every pause in firing.

›

After exceptional stresses, such as falling and hitting the ground, have the weapon inspected by trained firearms personnel.

Exclusion of liability and warranty
Heckler & Koch GmbH accepts no liability and provides no warranty for incidents arising
from:
•

non-compliance with this manual,

9

10

•

incorrect handling of the weapon,

•

negligence,

•

improper use,

•

use of +P+ ammunition,

•

modifications, attachments to or conversion of the weapon without the express written
consent of Heckler & Koch GmbH, or

•

Use of accessories or spare parts from other manufacturers without the express written
consent of Heckler & Koch GmbH (except for accessories from other manufacturers
mentioned in this manual).
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